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An interesting case is the Slavonic word-
forming suffix -ik, which appears in Lithuanian
borrowings both as -i:kas (��������� “bell”), in
older borrowings, and as -i.kas, (��	
��������
“Monday”).

Another important result of Kardelis’ work
confirms for Lithuanian dialectology what Urbu-
tis had already shown for the old Lithuanian
literary writings (see: Blt XXVII, 1992, 4–14):
many Slavonic borrowings, which were thought
to be Polonisms, are in fact Belarusisms. This is
evident from the glossary (pages 170 to 195) in Kar-
delis’ book. The prestige of the Polish language
has always been very high in the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth. Such prestige made the Lithu-
anian linguistic community receptive to Slavonic
borrowings. It is not surprising that these borrow-
ings came more from Belarusian dialects than from
Polish: Lithuanian and Belarusian dialects are in
long-standing contacts (not far from Liñkmenys,
in Aduti�kis, both dialects are spoken). The pres-
tige of the Polish language has opened the way to
the Belarusian influence in Lithuanian, and  the Be-
larusian dialects acted as a substitute for the far-away
Polish.

Francesco Zamblera
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